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Ex-ClA Deputy’s Wamihg

Umted‘ States mtelhgence is able to
‘issue warnmgs if the Soviet Union plans
surprise attacks, but in._.most other. re-.
spects.the system’s effectlveness is-only
“marginal,” retiring ClA:deputy dlrector
Bnbhy R lnman dedared yesterday. e
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“We reject out of hand the llkelxhood that we
could be surprised by 2 Pearl Harbor kind of
attack of substantial ‘size,” ‘Admiral Inman told -
detegates to the'American Newspaper Publlshers
Association conventlon at the Fairmont Hotel

However he said, the natxons intelllgence
system’ can function far better in providing:;
reports on Soviet military readiness than it can in -

furnishing vital. polmcal and economxc mforma-;
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Inman said that years of neglect and budget
cutbacks have left the United States deficient in
the * encyclopedxc l\nowlque it needs to under-

stand ,what .is happening in parts of the Jworld’
.most llkely to be involved in the economic and:
- political crises of the 1980s and.1950s... |, .-t

lnman sald he is encouraged that a long:"
range program 1o restore missing mtelhgence
capability during the next five to seven years has®
the backing of the administration and appears’|
,hl\ely to v.m approval by Congrees.

y
The veteran mtelhgence olﬁcer sald he ha(j
‘decided not: to join in helping to rebuild the’]
system — even though ‘my arm ‘was thsted_
.severely. TP e

i Inman announced hxs reslgnauon last week,’
.saymg he had declded it. was:time for: hxm to~
leave both thé CIA and the Navy tostart a c::nreer4

m prxvate llfe atter 28 years ot pubhc servxce~ o

ln response ‘to'a questlon by Los’ Anoeles
x'l'xmetr publisher Tom Johnson; Inman repeated:
earhel' denials that he quit | because of disagree-:
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' ments. wuh Cb\ dlrector..lellam
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; “There were o ;:oolxcy'-*decx-l
- sions’hat caused me to resign in
i protest,” he said. “There were lots
' of disagreements- — a number of
¢ them solved to my satisfaction. But,
0f those that were not, there were
! none over matters of principle.”

. Inman sald the qualnty of the
. nation’s intelligence services began
; deteriorating with cutbacks when
! manpower was diverted during the
«war in-Vietnam. Further budgel
reductxons followed TN

“From the plateau of 19b4 to
the low point in the "70s, 'we drew
down 40 percent of the (intelli-
gencer manpower,” Inman said. -

i * Inman said the nation’s intelh-
gence problems were compounded
when the Defense lntellxgence
Agency began its operations in the
1960s by taking 60 percent of its
- staff from exxstmg organizatxons m
the armed services. -
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s | 1 was 2 classi¢’ study of how
not to go about creating an organi
.zation,” Inman said. “The’ DIA
" picked up some quality problems

right at the outset — simply by not "
having the top quallty needed to.

compete” -, . g

. Inman spoke followmg the.
*publishers association’s annual bu-
siness meeting, at which William C.
‘Marcil, publisher of The Forum in’
Fargo, N. D., was elected-chairman.
Marecil succeeds Katherine: Graham;::

publisher of the Washington Post.
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